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Planning and Transport Committee Meeting
Monday 15th July 2013
At 8.00pm in the Village Hall
Minutes

Present: Cllr L Britt, Cllr C Beglan, Cllr P Heeley, Cllr M Turley, Cllr T Cook

Members of the public: Three
Clerk: Rebecca Luckin

1. To consider accepting apologies for absence 
There were none.

2. To record declarations of interest from members in any item to be discussed and agree dispensations
Cllr Turley – declared a work connection to Barratts.  Cllr Cook declared that she was a neighbour of the RMC Site.  

3. To approve the Minutes of the last Planning and Transport Committee meeting 
The minutes of the meeting of 17th June 2013 were agreed as being a correct record of the meeting and duly signed by the Chairman.

4. To consider planning applications:
DC/13/0609 RMC Reserved matters – decision date 20.08.13
The Clerk had  sent a letter to Hazel Corke and Rod Brown (cc Cllr Dawe) outlining their concerns regarding the discharge of 29 conditions.  A meeting at the RMC site had followed with Mathew Bright (Landscape Architect HDC) and John Attfield (Enforcement HDC), Clerk, Councillors and HCRA in attendance. Draft notes circulated to Councillors and those present.    Cllr Beglan was concerned that Members would not be consulted any further and that Matthew Bright had advised that it was not current HDC policy to inform parish councils of progress on the discharge of conditions and decisions.  Members would like the opportunity to provide an opinion, enabling them to ameliorate the effect upon residents and achieve the best possible development.  Councillors instructed the Clerk to request a copy of HDC policy on this matter.  Cllr Heeley was disappointed in representatives of the District Council.  He was of the opinion that the development was a large project, with a major impact, and that Members should not accept lowered standards of service from the Planning Authority.

The Clerk advised that Carol Heather, WSCC, had discussed the re-positioning of bus shelters. Washington’s stop would move to the west and Storrington’s to the east.  WSCC had undertaken a safety assessment and provided a licence for stops to be re-positioned, funded by the developer.  A refuge island would be provided in the centre of the highway, with a crossing point and reduction in speed limit a possibility.  Cllr Britt was concerned at the waste of money.  Councillors would like to keep the bus shelter, since it is fairly new.  The Clerk will pass on the details when provided by the developer.

Members remained concerned regarding footpath access to and from the proposed country park. Plans still show access at Sandy Lane, which has not been agreed by residents, and it was felt that access via the adjoining field would be a better option.

The meeting was adjourned to allow a member of the public to speak

Norman Cooper was concerned that HDC would not be proactive on conditions and would only get involved if there was non-compliance.  He felt that Barratts were keen to work with the Parish Council and HCRA, and had mentioned considering an alternative location for the bus stop.  Residents of the new development will be asked to contribute to maintenance of the park area and the Parish Council could have a representative on the management committee.

The meeting was reconvened

DC/13/1038 - Sandhill Farm House Sandhill Lane Washington - Creation of pond to north of property.  Councillors discussed the proposal to create a further pond on the site and agreed that there were no neighbouring properties, but a footpath route ran along the boundary.  Councillors agreed that they had no objection, provided the pond was used for private and not commercial use.  The Clerk will respond to HDC.

LI/13/0242/PREM – Findon Park Farm Ltd, Wiston Estate Winery – application for New Premises Licence.  Councillors discussed possible reasons for objecting to the application and agreed that if activity was contained within the winery, they would have no objection.

5. Enforcement issues update
None to report.

6. To receive planning department decisions
None to report.

DC/12/1866 - Rock Lodge The Hollow Washington - Retrospective application to replace existing timber windows with new like for like and install sealed glazed units, enlarge 1 window to front elevation and  install tri-fold oak doors to rear elevation (Listed Building Consent) – WITHDRAWN – will resubmit with further information.

7. Appeals issues update

APP/Z3825/D/13/2200409 – Lupin Cottage, Hampers Lane - proposed two storey extension and alterations – appeal date approx. 29th August.  Previous representations by Parish Council will be passed to the Planning Inspectorate.  

8. Transport issues –

Clerk has sent a letter to Cali Sparks expressing concern on all the issues below:

A24 Bus Crossing Point  - investigating feasibility study progress.


Newhouse Lane / Rock Road  - Waiting for a design and costing for improved signage and road markings from Joel Sykes.  Have asked WSCC to remove tree as promised by Ed Dickinson.

A283 Pedestrian Crossing Point –Cali Sparks advised that it would be delivered via a Community 278 Agreement allowing works on the Highway and that the Parish Council will instruct Balfour Beatty and bypass the programme of works to allow quicker installation.  

Flooding at the bottom of school hill – floodwater at the bottom of School Hill needs redirecting.

Traffic Speed Survey – waiting for Highways Engineer to analyse results.

Since there had been no response, the Clerk will follow up with a further e-mail to Cali Sparks.

DC/13/0197 – Castle Farm - £70,000 s106 funds allocated for Highways projects in the parish.  Agreed on the basis of the original approved plan.

9. Neighbourhood Plans
Councillors had met with Storrington and Sullington Parish Council on 10th July.  Draft minutes circulated 15.07.13.  An Extraordinary meeting was called for 22nd July, to allow members to consider and decide whether to ‘cluster’ with Storrington to produce a Neighbourhood Plan.  Councillors were of the opinion that it is an important decision and expect the matter to be discussed thoroughly.  

10. Any other Planning and Transport issues

Nick Keeley was unable to attend this meeting.  The Clerk has provided future dates and invited him to attend.  The Clerk will ask him where lighting can be seen working on a Barratt’s site.  

The meeting closed at 20.45pm

Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date: . . . . . . . . . . .  .

Chairman
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